
Twesfory home built in Wikinsburg, PA as part of Ml-ll’s Urban Design Project. 

The goal of this project is to display the potential 
for manufactured homesto provide affordable 
housing in an urban settingthat is architec
turally appropriate.Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania, 
wasthe first demonstrationsite for MHI’sUrban 
DesignProjectwith other homesin Washington, 
D.C.and Louisville, KentuckyThe Wilkinsburg 
design is made up of three sections,providing 
main living areasand a kitchen on the ground 
floor and two bedroomson the secondfloor for a 
total of 1,475squarefeet.The secondstoryhas a 
5-in-12 hinged roof,while the single story and 
porch have 4-in-12 shed roofs.The sectionsare 
supportedat the perimeter and marriage wall. A 
site-built porch with decorativerailing wrapsthe 
front corner of the home. 

This home provided a model of how indistin
guishable a manufactured home could be from 
a site-built dwelling. Initially there wasconcern 
about the impact a manufactured home would 
have on neighboring propertyvaluesby some 
local residentsin Wilkinsburg. Ultimately the 
home sold for about $5,000more than compara
ble local properties. 

The secondUrban DesignProjectwan 
installed in Washington,D.C.on two lots, in a 
moderate-incomeurban neighborhood in the 
city’sNortheastsection.A two-storyand a one
storyunit were constructed. 

The design appropriatenessof thesehomesin 
this neighborhood wasverifiedwithout the useof 
focusgroups thanks to the activeinvolvementof 
the Marshall HeightsCommunity Development 
Organization, which had its hand on the pulse 
of the community, and gavevaluable guidance 
as to what wasbestfor thesesites.The bungalow 
styleone-storyhouse can be consideredafford
able, but it wasnot priced significantly lower 
than neighboring homesin this market. 
Specificationof R-19 walls, R-30 ceilings, and R-
30 floors all exceedHUDminimum insulation 
values,and all windowsincluded low-e glazing. 

The 1,440.square-footfloor plan makesgood 
useof available spacewhile minimizing first
costexpenditures.To saveon material costs, 
interior partitions are keptto a minimum in the 
living, dining, and kitchen areasof the house. 
This lends an open, airy feel to the home, mak
ing it seemlarger than it actually is. 



The two-storyhome built in Wilkinsburg 
becamethe model for the secondhome built in 
Washington.It wasdecidedthat insteadof con-
Creteslab construction(as wasusedin 
Wilkinsburg) this model would havea full walk-
out basement,which would also be heated, 

This single-storyhousewasbuilt by joining 
two 14 wide by 52’ long units sideby side on a 
concreteblock foundation. Oncethe units were 
in place,the roof washinged up to a 7-in-12 
pitch. The bulk of the housewasfactory-built 
and erectedon the lot with conventionalset-up 
methods.Site-built construction(the front 
porch) adheresto BOCAstandards.The two-story 
housewasconstructedin a similar way, 
although the stackingarrangement of the sec
tions on this small siteallowed a bit mom mom 
for maneuverability around the house. 

Initial reaction from the community wasless 
than enthusiastic.Oncethe housewasfinished 
and open for view,public responsewasfar mom 
favorable. In fact, the one-storyhousesold with-
in a few daysof completion. 

Advancenotice of 48 hours (and a permit) 
wasrequired to closethe streetfor settingthe 
home, but wasnot obtained.This resultedin 
overtimeexpensesand delayedconstruction 
time. Although contingencyexpenseswere allo
catedat 5% of constructioncosts,actual cost 
overrun wascloserto 7.5%.On future pmjects,it 
may be advisableto provide a fairly detailed list
ing of the manufacturer’sresponsibilities,so as 
to avoid any confusion asthe project proceeds. 
Getting everyoneon the samepage from the out-
set (either contractually or by someother 
means) should be given a high priority during 
the planning stagesof future projects 

In Louisville, hard costsavingswere antici
pated,but not realized on the first home. The 
developeris confident that the four additional 
units planned will come in at a costsavingsas 
compared to site-built. Three of thosehomeswill 
be single storydesignsand a fourth will be two
story.This project required a change to the local 
zoning ordinance to dehne manufactured homes 
with permanentfoundations, a minimum roof 
pitch of 4-in-l& and approvedbuilding materi
als asbeing eligible for placementin residential 
districts. 

Bungalow-style home in its Washington, DC neighborhood. 














